Marks of a Healthy Church – Study Guide

Week Nine: Equipping the Saints

Using our Gifts ~ 1 Peter 4:10-11
10Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 11If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

Question:
Above, Peter mentions two primary categories of gifts: speaking gifts and serving gifts. Whichever gifts he gives us, we are called to use them to His glory and in His strength.

Which category do your gifts fall into, speaking or serving?

The Priesthood of all Believers

1 Peter 2:9
9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Ephesians 4:11-13
11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

There once was a time when only the priests of Israel could enter the temples to worship the Lord. They represented the people before God. There were intermediaries. But when Christ tore the temple curtain in two, we all gained admission to the Holy of Holies. We all became priests, able to worship, serve and glorify God—just like the priests.

So, every person at APC is a minister. On Sunday, we each bring our own spiritual sacrifices—sans intermediary.
Question:

Can you name times when you have felt like one of the priesthood? If not, what got in the way?

What Gets in the Way

A common statistic tells us that, in most churches, 20 percent of people do 80 percent of the work. When that happens, leaders get burnt out and the congregation feels uninvolved. Some of the factors that can lead to this problem include:
Poor delegation—insecurity of pastors and leaders prevents sharing the load

Poor teaching—a lack of knowledge about our gifts and how they can be used

Lack of vision—without a mission and a sense of purpose, nothing will be done
Question:

Do you feel you have opportunities to use your gifts at APC? Are you as involved as you’d like to be? Have any of the problems above impeded your ability to use your gifts here?

Discovering Your Gifts

1 Corinthians 12:12-31
12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 
14Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 
21The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" 22On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 
27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31But eagerly desire the greater gifts. And now I will show you the most excellent way.

Christian Swartz Quote: 

“Probably no factor influences the contentedness of Christians more than if they are utilizing their gifts or not.” 

Our Creator designed us to have an impact on our world. When Jesus ascended into heaven, He delegated to us the responsibility for growing and sustaining His church. Jesus delegated the task, the Father made us each with the gifts and the Spirit enables us to accomplish the mission.
Growth Opportunity:

Have you found your niche, a place where you can use your gifts, minister to others, and enjoy doing it?

The elders, deacons and staff of APC have recently completed a Divine Design Survey, helping each of us understand who we are and how God can use us. If you would like to take the Divine Design Survey, copies are available in the church office. Contact Liz to get one. After you complete it, make an appointment with Tom Holliday or Chris Sicks to discuss the results of your survey.







