Marks of a Healthy Church – Study Guide

Week Seven: Serving our Community

A Merciful Attitude ~ Luke 10:25-37
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

“What is written in the law,” he replied, “How do you read it?” He answered, “’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’, and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied, “Do this and you will live.”

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

In reply, Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So, too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’

Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?”

The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”
A Common Problem

We don’t have to look far to find a “man in the road.” People with needs are all around us.

At a red light: That man walking back and forth, looking for change.

In Old Town: The lady sitting on the steps, asking for money for a sandwich.

In DC: Drug addicts living in parks and alleys, with sick bodies and empty hearts.

Here at APC: Brothers and sisters who need emergency assistance.

In our neighborhoods: People we live close to, struggling with disease, job losses and family discord.

Common Responses

A Forgetful Heart ~ Matthew 18:23-34
[Jesus said] “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents [$$millions] was brought to him. Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 

The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.

But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii [a few bucks]. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.

His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’

But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened.

Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.”

We all have sinful attitudes toward people in need:

· Moralistic: “I worked hard to get where I am, and so can anyone else!”

· Blaming: “Surely that person did something wrong. They wouldn’t be homeless if they _____.”

· Fearful: “People like that are dangerous. I can’t risk my safety or my family’s to help them.”

· Patronizing: “They don’t have what it takes to succeed, so the government must care for them.”

· Distracted: “I would love to help, if I wasn’t so busy with my important responsibilities.”

Question:

Which attitude do you struggle with most often?

An Uncommon Response

Jesus responded to a very common problem—people who sin and are separated from God—in an uncommon way. 

Jesus as The Good Samaritan ~ Romans 5:6-8
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrated his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Our Response (to Jesus, and the man in the road)
The parable of the Good Samaritan is more descriptive than prescriptive. Put another way, Jesus isn’t trying to give us a formula we should follow when we encounter someone in the street. Remember that Jesus is answering the law expert’s question: “Who is my neighbor?” He responds by telling a story about someone who loved his neighbor in a powerful way. Jesus is telling us: “This is what a merciful heart looks like. It is about an attitude of mercy.”

Questions:

The key to having a heart of mercy, a heart willing to serve our community, is to see yourself as the man in the road.

1) What does that mean, “to see yourself as the man in the road”? Why is it crucial to being merciful?

Sometimes, it’s hard to know what to do when God provides an opportunity for mercy. First we must overcome our own sinful attitudes, but then we need to know what to do.

2) Has God provided you with opportunities to show mercy? Have you grown in faith and confidence through them?

