Marks of a Healthy Church – Study Guide

Week Six: Stewardship of Life

Treasures in Heaven ~ Matthew 6:19-24
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 

No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.

What is a Steward?

1stew·ard 'stü-&rd, noun
1 : one employed in a large household or estate to manage domestic concerns (as the supervision of servants, collection of rents, and keeping of accounts)

We aren’t the owners. A steward works for the owner, taking care of his home, possessions and concerns. As members of the Body of Christ, we don’t own the world, we don’t even own “our” possessions. All things belong to God. He entrusts to us the stewardship of money, time, talents, children and His church.

Identifying Our Treasure

When we cling too tightly to things (when we “own” rather than “steward”) we make idols out of good things. 
We worship earthly things rather than the Creator and Giver of earthly things. We all do it. We cling to the things that we feel will bless us. Some of us strive for wealth in order to be comfortable and secure. Others invest in their children so they will make them proud. Others work hard in their careers to impress others and “get ahead.” 

Making money, raising good children and success in a career—they are all good things in themselves. But we turn them into idols when we fail to steward these things.

· If your treasure is your children, they will disappoint you.

· If your treasure is money, you’ll never have enough.

· If your treasure is your career, you will one day feel like a failure.

How to identify what you cling to excessively:

Most of us aren’t even aware we are idolizing something. We believe we have a healthy attitude about money, career or security. But when we face the possibility of losing these things, our true treasure is revealed.

What makes you anxious? More accurately, what makes you anxious at the prospect of losing?

What is it in your life that you consider yours? 

Exercise:

Can you identify with one of these:

“God can have my money, and I trust Him with my career, but my time belongs to me.”

“My children must succeed in life, and I’m going to make sure they do. That’s my responsibility.”

“I have surrendered my marriage and children to the Lord, but I’m in charge of my career.”

“The Lord is the Lord of my life, but I struggle with fear and anxiety. I don’t feel safe.”

“My money belongs to me. I earned it. The Lord can have everything else, but I need to be financially secure.”

Everyone’s quote will sound different—but each of us has difficulty surrendering one or more areas of our life to the Lord. The truth is, He owns it all. Once we identify the areas of life we cling too tightly to, we can strive to surrender them to the Lord—strive to become stewards, instead of owners.

Surrendering Our Treasure to God

Sometimes in life, God has a way of revealing to us our true treasure, something we value too highly. 

He does that by “messing with it.” It’s the prospect of losing something that reveals how much we need it.

· When money troubles threaten our marriage or sanity, He might be saying: “Don’t cling to money.”

· When our marriage or dating relationship is on the rocks, He could be whispering: “I’m your first love.”

· When our careers are falling apart, and we feel like a failure, He says: “Your job does not define you.”

Turning it over to God ~ Proverbs 3:9-10

Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 

then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.

Questions:

What are the “firstfruits of your crops”? They aren’t the leftovers of your life—in other words, it’s not the money that might remain after you pay all your bills. It’s not the time that’s left over once you’ve done all you want to. 

Are you giving God the leftovers of your ______? Or does He truly get the firstfruits?

Investment Advice ~ 2 Corinthians 9
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written:  "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." 

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
Questions:

We are talking about faith. Can I really trust God with my children, my career, my money?

Is there something in your life that you once valued too much, that you’ve been able to surrender to Him with His help? Do you now trust Him more with that area of your life? Has your faith in Him grown? 

