Marks of a Healthy Church – Study Guide

Week Five: The Battle for the Mind

The Battle ~ 2 Corinthians 10:1-5
By the meekness and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to you—I, Paul, who am “timid” when face to face with you, but “bold” when away! I beg you that when I come I may not have to be as bold as I expect to be toward some people who think that we live by the standards of this world. For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. 
On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 

We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 

Key Questions:

1. What does it mean to take captive of every thought in obedience to Christ?

2. How can we make Christ preeminent in all aspects of our life?

3. What are the strongholds in your life? Where have you been deceived by the enemy? 

4. Where is Christ not preeminent in your life today?

The Nature of the Battle

Everyone has a worldview that is fundamentally man-centered or God-centered. It isn’t just a matter of taste. 
When I don’t think in a Christ-like way, it has an impact on my children, my work, my health.

The battle Paul speaks of is not against physical weapons. Nuclear arms, sniper rifles and tanks are powerful, but Paul is speaking about the weapons opposed to God, opposed to knowledge of Him. That is the battle with eternal significance, the one that really matters to God. The battle Paul is speaking of is between the Knowledge of God and Ignorance of God. More than anything, Satan works to keep us from knowing our God.

	Knowledge of God
	Ignorance of God

	Renewed minds
	Minds fixed on worldly pursuits

	Biblical theology
	Liberal or man-made theology

	Faith in Christ
	False religions

	Belief in God
	Atheism

	Obedient living
	Self-indulgent living


How to Wage Battle

Romans 12:2

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.

Question #1:  Why should we pursue “the renewing of our minds?” 
· To know who we are

· To know who God is

· To know our place in His world

Question #2:  How do we renew our minds? 

The key to understanding God’s world is God’s Word. Understanding Him through His Word requires an investment of time, prayer and thought.

Quote:

“Personal spiritual depth is no accident, it is an outcome planned for, invested in, accounted for.” ~George Barna

Christian Education Opportunities/Resources

· Worship

· Sunday School

· Personal Devotions 

· Family Devotions

· Study in Covenant Fellowship Groups

· Sonship

· APC Lay Institute 

· Formal Education

No matter how many of the above opportunities you are involved in, are they impacting your life? Plenty of people involve themselves in the whole gamut, even attending seminary, but they don’t see the fruit in their life.

Question #3:  Is the “renewing of your mind” leading to a transformed life?
What aspects of your walk energize and stimulate you? Which aspects are dry or routine? You don’t have to participate in every opportunity in this list to have a nourishing walk with Christ. The question is: Are you getting all you could out of your worship, your devotions, your CFG study?

Question #4:  Could you take advantage of more opportunities?

Look again at the list of opportunities. Notice that the level of commitment increases as you go down the list. 
Could you go a little deeper? Can you make room in your life to learn more about God and His Word?

The Fruits of the Knowledge of God

Personal peace

How has the knowledge of God and His Word given you peace in a difficult situation?

Credible witness

Share an example of a time when your study of Scripture or your reading of a good book was helpful when sharing Christ or discussing your faith? (see 1 Peter 3:15)
Perspective

Can you remember a time when understanding God helped you put world events in perspective? 

