Marks of a Healthy Church – Study Guide

Week Three: Strategic Evangelism

We are God’s Ambassadors ~ 2 Corinthians 5:11-21
11Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12We are not trying to commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. 13If we are out of our mind, it is for the sake of God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 
16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.

Discussion:
God desires to reconcile the world to Himself, and He uses us to make His appeal. In what way can you see yourself as God’s Ambassador? How can God use you to reconcile the world to Himself?

Different Gifts, One Mission

Although all believers do not have the gift of evangelism, all believers are called to the work of evangelism. Bringing in the harvest is a job we all participate in, but each in our own way. It is estimated that only 5-10% of the Body of Christ has the gift of evangelism. How can you contribute to the harvest, whether you have the gift of evangelism, hospitality, service, compassion, teaching or mercy?

2 Corinthians 5:11-21
…The Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 
The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor. For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.
An Example:
Last week a couple in our church combined their gift of hospitality and their desire to share Christ with their community. The result was a Bible study about Jesus they hosted for their neighbors. These two do not have the gift of evangelism. After months of prayer and planning, they invited everyone in their 150-unit neighborhood to a Bible study. They brought in someone else with another gift, the gift of teaching, to lead the study.

The text for that night was from John 2, where Jesus turned water to wine—to excellent wine. Although it was the first time these people had gathered for this new Bible study, they immediately grasped what was being taught. “God is generous,” one said. “God always gives us enough, and He gives us the best,” another said. “When I go to a dinner party, the kind of wine they serve shows how they feel about me. When Jesus provided wine, it was the best,” said one woman.

As everyone was leaving the study, that woman recognized the same level of quality in the delicious cookies that were served that night. “You didn’t serve ‘Chips Ahoy’ tonight. Those cookies were the best,” she said. This lady learned the lesson of John 2, with her ears, her mind, her heart and her stomach.

Discussion:

If God is going to reconcile the world to Himself through us, we need to give them an accurate picture of who He is. The excellent cookies were a tangible, edible picture for that woman. The love that went into the planning and preparation for that night’s Bible study glorified God, and made the guests receptive to the Word of God.

If you were involved in an event like that, what role would you play? Are you the planner and organizer? The one who goes around inviting people? The one who makes the flyer? The teacher? The baker of excellent cookies? Such an event provides the opportunity for different gifts to be expressed, with one purpose and one mission in mind. 

Working Where We Are

In a recent Gallup poll, over 6 million people were asked, “What would it take to get you to church?” 
The number one answer given: Someone to ask me to attend.

	How did you come to know the Lord?

	TV or crusade
	.0001%

	Cold turkey evangelism
	1-2%

	Church program
	2-4%

	Sunday School
	3-6%

	"Walk-in"
	4-6%

	Minister
	6-8%

	Friends and relatives
	74%


Relationships played the key role—humanly speaking, of course—in coming to Christ for 74% of people.

Quote:

“It is particularly interesting to note that believers in both growing and declining churches have exactly the same number of contacts with non-believers (an average of 8.5 contacts). There is no need to emphasize developing new relationships with the unchurched. The point is, rather, to use already existing relationships as contacts for evangelism.” ~ Christian Schwartz, Natural Church Development

These people are already in our lives. The question is: “Are they on our hearts and minds? Are we praying for their salvation, and for God to use us to reach them?”

Discussion:

Take a moment, right now, to write down the names of non-believers you know—people God has already put in your circle of acquaintance. How could God use your gifts and develop your heart for the lost as He reaches those people? 

Final Question: 
Why should we reach out to unbelievers? What’s the reason? (See 2Cor 5:11-15)
