Marks of a Healthy Church – Study Guide

Week One: Loving Relationships
The purpose of this study guide series is to stimulate discussion and further your understanding of the subject. It is not an assignment to be completed. Spend as much or little time on each point as it merits.

We expect that each group will use the study guide in different ways. It is not intended to be simply a review of the sermon, nor is it a typical Bible study where you “fill in the blanks.” We hope that the Lord will use this study to draw us into deeper relationships with Him and each other.

Sermon Text ~ Romans 12:3-13
3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 4Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 
Love 
9Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.

Unity Experienced

On Sunday, Tom shared three main points: Unity Explained, Unity Despite Diversity, and Unity Experienced. 

Tonight, delve deeper into the idea of how you experience unity at APC, especially in your small group.

Discuss this Philip Yancey quote:

“Henri Nouwen defines ‘community’ as the place where the person you least want to live with always lives. Often we surround ourselves with the people we most want to live with, thus forming a club or clique, not a community. Anyone can form a club; it takes grace, shared vision, and hard work to form a community.”

We are like orphans, who God has pulled together from different orphanages. He has made us brothers and sisters in His household. Now we live together, in His big mansion. We each have our own room in the mansion. If we stay locked up in our rooms, we will remain brothers and sisters in fact, but we will not experience brotherhood.

When we take Manna meals to one another, we are drawing from God’s pantry, a common kitchen we all share. These aren’t our resources we share with one another, they are His. Although He has made us a family, we don’t experience it until we either take a meal or receive a meal. Community happens in the family room. That’s where we laugh and cry, conflict and heal with one another—just like a real family does.
Question:

In this mansion we all share, do you feel like you are alone in your room? Why is that? 

Share a recent occasion when you did experience communal life in the family room.
Discuss 1 John 4:7-12
7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.

Sometimes, it’s not easy to love one another. The family room is often a place of conflict and pain. It can be tempting to lock ourselves, alone, in our rooms and avoid others. But “since God so loved us,” we ought to unlock our doors and go downstairs. It is His love that enables us to love another, despite pain and fear.

Question: 

Do you experience loving relationships in your CFG? 

What diminishes or contributes to that experience in your group?

Discuss 1 Corinthians 13

1If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
Try This:

In groups of 2 or 3, read aloud 1 Cor 13:4-7, inserting your name. (i.e. Ted is patient, Ted is kind…)

It’s hard to love one another that way, isn’t it? To do so, we must draw on the Gospel each day. Only the Gospel can enable us to love the way the Father loves. 

“This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”

